Letter from the
President
Steven J. Davis, President
Here we go at the Fin! This is the time of year when we shift into high gear and activities
start to roll with the onset of spring. In just a few short weeks we need to get ready for a
steady stream of events, arrival of pheasant chicks and just general house cleaning.
This winter was not as harsh to our property as some in the past but there is always
something to get done. Please contact a committee chairperson and volunteer.
This year we have a variety of events, and we are always looking to expand the breadth of
activities that we offer .If you have an idea, want to run a dinner fund-raiser, or anything
else that would enhance our club, step up, take charge, organize and do it!! Do it and
they will come, like the old adage of “build it and they will come”. Our club has a great
social aspect and our many events allow people to get together, socialize, have fun and
forget about the world outside of 213 Chewink Road for awhile. There have been many
times when I just stopped at the Club for a bit and ended up staying for hours. There
are few places better that are so convenient!!!
So keep an eye open and ear out for updates, get to membership meetings, or give the
bar a call to find out what is going on in 2007 at the FIN. Have a great year at your club
pursuing your interests.

Dodge
Hunting &
Fishing Show
Bob "Moon" Hruskocy, Membership.
For the second year in a row, the FFF
hosted a booth at the Dodge Hunting & Fishing Show to promote our club and to solicit
new members. This year's event was held at the Hartford Convention Center. Last year’s
appearance led to the recruitment of 13 new members and hopefully we will have the same
success this year. Thanks to the following booth volunteers for helping with this activity:
Dick Palmer, Dave Fromerth, Matt Halloran, Dave Rorrio, Bill Dixon, Pete Stoyanovich,
Gary Stevens, Bill Knopf, Tom Blatchley, Tom Hoagland and his daughter Ally, Steve
Pentsak, Fred Vernic, and Pete Cafazzo. Special appreciation is expressed to Tom O'Neill
and President Steven Davis. Tom created banners for the show which highlighted the
benefits of membership and the many events our club participates in. Steve attended the
show for all 3 days and transported the Club's booth materials daily.
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Mar 31 Connecticut Trapper’s
Fur Auction
Apr 1

Easter Egg Hunt

Apr 9,
11, 13,
14

Hunter Safety Course

Apr 10

FFF General Meeting

Apr 14

Setback

Apr 14

Deadline for Application to
Hunt Turkey & Deer

Apr 28

Spring Clean-Up
(Rain Date May 5th)

Apr 28

Junior Turkey Hunting Day

Apr 29

Spring Field Trial

May 5

Junior Outdoors Weekend:
Clinics and Camping

May 5

BBQ Chicken Dinner

May 6

Kids Fishing Derby

May 8

FFF General Meeting

May 12 Dog Groom Clinic
(M. Goss) Cairn Terrier
Fun Day
May 12 Setback
May 20 FFF Sporting Clays
League Shoot
June 1-3 NEOPEN Skeet Shoot
June 12 FFF General Meeting
June 15 Deadline to receive materials
for FFF Newsletter
June 16 Ducks Unlimited Sporting
Clays Event
June 17 FFF Registered Trap Shoot
June 24 EGF&G Sporting Clays
League Shoot
July 8

FFF Sporting Clays
League Shoot

July 15

FFF Open Skeet Shoot
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Tom Hoagland, Treasurer
As I sit down to write this report, I am in a warm building trying to avoid the single digit
temperatures of our wonderful Connecticut weather. I have been trying to train my dogs
(maybe training a Lab is impossible) these past few weeks. The plastic bumpers are frozen solid
and they get covered with frozen snow and saliva, not so inviting for a dog. Earlier this morning
I was at the Fin with my dogs; so much fun watching the dogs run and investigate the surroundings.
The sun was shining and the asphalt was warm so I set up a drill on the parking lot for them.
I could not work my dogs like this if the Fin was not here. The money and hard work of all the
members makes it possible for me to do things that I enjoy and would not otherwise be able to do.
To make the club as nice as it is, we have had to borrow money. As anyone with a mortgage
knows, the negative side of borrowing money is paying it back. The skeet and trap fields are as
good as any around. As many of you know, we have a variable rate loan for the skeet fields from
the Savings Institute in Willimantic and we recently negotiated it to a 6.5% variable loan for the
remaining $130,000. The Executive Board has authorized me, as Treasurer, to pay an additional
principal payment each month to reduce the total amount of interest that we need to pay.
Our payments will be ~$1,400 per month. The Fin has a separate loan that allowed us to
purchase ~22 acres that were located adjacent to our property. Our strategy here has been to pay
an additional monthly principal payment for this loan as well. At present, our monthly payment
is ~$1,200 and we still owe ~$70,000.
Our President has asked if our accounts should be reviewed by a committee of individuals from
the general membership. I strongly support this idea. Keeping the accounts of an organization
like ours is very important and it benefits all of us to have critical eyes reviewing our procedures.
Jon Guarino, former Treasurer for several years, has been very helpful in keeping the system consistent. The Fin’s books have been kept in a similar manner for over six years and this facilitates
understanding, but review from a committee of members is prudent. Anyone interested in serving on this review committee should contact President.
Finally, I indicated in the last newsletter that our accountant, Mike Pallien (a member), was
preparing our federal and state tax returns. We paid $63 to the federal government and $1388 to
the State of Connecticut. The financial standing of the club is solid for another year, however,
to maintain good fiscal health we need to keep the membership strong (~400 members) and
conduct fund raisers. I urge everyone to think of some new or reworked functions they would
be willing to run; steak dinners are especially successful. I am sure that all of you can think of
something that would raise money. Please come to the Executive Board with your ideas.

Newsletter Survey Update
Approach
Paul Sobol
Mr. Charles Bruckerhoff recently decided
to step down from his post as Newsletter
Editor after having served for more than
7 years. Charlie and his staff provided the
Fin Fur and Feather Club membership
with a valuable resource on a quarterly
basis and has set a high standard for the
publication. If you would like to post
articles and/or information in future
newsletters, please contact Cameron
Faustman (faustman@charter.net; 423-9101).
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Thanks to all who returned your membership surveys, we received 174 completed surveys this
year versus 175 last year. It has come to my attention we overlooked Life Members in distributing
the survey as they do not receive the December mailings for membership renewals. Please be
assured that we will forward surveys to this important segment of our membership in the future.
To date, we have compiled approximately one-half of the responses and will be contacting those
folks that volunteered to participate in the planning activities associated with this activity.
We anticipate publishing full survey results in the June newsletter.
The survey results carry significant weight when the board develops the 2007 expenditure plan.
Many members participated in the implementation of recommendations that resulted from last
year’s input and have witnessed the substantial improvements to the pheasant facility and
Clubhouse. We still have many improvements that need to be implemented and will continue to
do so as our finances permit.

Trap News

OUT
IN
THE
FIELD
Field Trial
Opportunities
The traditional Spring Field Trial (FT)
date has been set for April 29th at the
Sugarbrook FT area in Plainfield,
Connecticut. The fall date will be
September 9th at the Mansfield Dam FT
area in Mansfield, Connecticut. Help will
be needed with judging, bird planting and
related activities. Please contact Ralph
Fonda (203-393-8922; rlphfnda@aol.com)
for details and to sign up for work hours.

2006 Summer
Skeet League
Dave Fromerth
Congratulations to the winners of the
Summer Skeet League. Thank you to all
who participated in the Summer Skeet League
and we are looking forward to seeing you
again this season. An announcement will
be made soon with regard to this
summer’s leagues.

The FFF will hold one registered Trap shoot this year on June 17th. Help will be needed with
scoring the event and loading targets in the houses. If you can help, please put your name in the
work hour book at the bar. Last year, there was barley enough help to hold the function.
PLEASE HELP if you can.
The FFF trap machines will not be needed this year for the Connecticut State Shoot at the
Hartford Gun club. The Connecticut Trap Association is attempting to reduce their expenses
associated with this event. This is disappointing because last year the club received $2,400.00 for
the use of 2 of our machines.
For those interested in shooting Trap, there will be another Summer League. Please get in touch
with Bob “Moon” Hruskocy, Trap Chairman.

Fish News J. Guarino
It is that time of year again to think about the ice melting and throwing a line in one of the Fin’s
ponds. The first stocking will occur right after the ice is gone, about April 1st. An email notice
will be sent immediately before each stocking. After the initial stocking is done we will follow
that up with two more stockings on April 13th and May 4th. All of the rules from last year
remain the same. The fly pond will remain no-kill from the first stocking to the end of the Kid’s
Derby on May 6th. From May 6th to the Friday before Memorial Day the fly pond will remain
fly fishing only, at that point it will be open to all fishing. Fly fishing will also be allowed in the
middle pond.
Please handle fish gently. If you intend to release them bend your barbs down. The fishing rules
will be posted at the sign-in boxes at each pond. Please sign in and be sure to read and understand the rules.
We hope to resurface the docks at the fly pond. A member that worked at a building materials
distributor approached me last year and offered material at reduced cost. Unfortunately I am not
good at remembering names and if that member would contact me again I would appreciate it.
We also need a couple of volunteers to help with the fly casting clinic at the Junior’s Day on
May 5th, please contact me if you can help for part of or the whole day. My email is
10point@charter.net. Tight Lines!

Pistol News

Dick Palmer

Hey shooters, the Summer Pistol League will start Wednesday April 25th and will continue
through September 5th. Matches start at 6 pm. So dust them off, start dry firing, and see you all
on the 25th of April.
On April 14th, weather-permitting, there will be a short clean-up at the range. This will involve
removing leaves, raking the banks even, and pruning some brush. This work activity will start at
10 am and be completed within 1 to 2 hours. Look for an article by Fred Vernic that will outline
the start of a Saturday morning shoot, basically the same as Wednesday nights but will not use
the 50 yd line of fire. Until the next time “Keep ‘em in the ten range”.

Rifle News

Peter Mathewson

There will be 5 “Across-the-Course” matches at the FFF this year. These will occur on April
29th, May 27th, June 17th, July 15th, and September 6th. There are 50 rounds per match at
200 yards.
L-R: Will Lucier (Div C),
Brenda Liappes (High Womens),
Mike Sobol Sr (Div B),
Bill Spears (Div A).
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The Annual D-Day Garand Match will occur on June 3rd. This involves 30 rounds with
ammunition provided. M1 Garands only; the cost is $15/shooter.
For all Matches, registration is at 8:00 am and shooting starts at 9:00 a.m.

Attention Turkey Hunters,
Rifle, Pistol and Shotgun
Shooters
Due to the Juniors Outdoor Weekend on May 5th & 6th, the following restrictions are being
implemented to insure the safety of all concerned.
On Saturday May 5th :
(1) There will be no Turkey Hunting allowed on the Clubhouse side of Chewink Rd.
(2) The Rifle Range and Pistol Range will be closed for Youth Clinics.
(3) The Skeet Fields will remain open but Field 6 is reserved for a Youth Clinic.
Shotgun shooters are asked to use fields distant from #6.
On Sunday May 6th:
During the Kid’s Fishing Derby all ranges are closed until 12:00 noon.
These restrictions are being implemented with the consent of the Executive Board and the Rifle
and Pistol Committees. Thank you in advance for your cooperation in helping to make this a
great weekend for the kids and our future sportsmen. Patrick Enright.

Armbands 2007
Donald A. Bajger,
Hunting Committee Chairman.
This year, Armbands will be mandatory for all members hunting club-owned and club-leased
property. This will include Deer, Turkey, Waterfowl, Pheasant and Upland Small Game.
Written consent forms will only be issued to members in good standing who have purchased
an armband for the 2007 calendar year. Armbands and consent forms will be available for
pick-up at the same time. In an effort to make things easier for everyone we will no longer
have the pheasant hunting group applications. When you purchase your 2007 armband at the
clubhouse, just tell the bartender which group you wish to hunt with (Group A, B, or Wed.)
and he/she will issue the armband and assign you to the specific group. The cost for a 2007
armband is $10 and may only be purchased at the bar during regular bar hours from April
through December 2007.
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FFF Club
2007 ‘Juniors’
Turkey & Deer
Hunting
Our Club will once again offer you the opportunity
to provide a Junior Hunter with a Turkey and Deer
Hunting hunting experience on the state-sponsored
Junior Hunter Training Days. The Junior Hunter
needs to be a Son/Daughter, Grandchild, or
Niece/Nephew of a regular club member,
12 to 15 years of age and a licensed hunter with the
appropriate tags.
These training days provide an excellent opportunity
to start our young hunters off with a great hunt.
They occur on a day prior to the regular season
opening when no pressure has yet been experienced
by the game. This enhances the Junior Hunters’
chances for success. It’s Opening Day just for kids!
The dates for the 2007 Junior Turkey and Deer
Hunter Training Days are:
Turkey – Saturday April 28th, 2007
Deer – Saturday November 10th, 2007
In order to participate, the following requirements
must be met:
1) The Junior Hunter and the Adult Mentor must
each have Private Land Spring Season Turkey
and/or Private Land shotgun/rifle Deer Permits
(shotgun only may be used). Apply through DEP.
2) The Junior Hunter and the Adult Mentor must
each have written consent forms signed by the
landowner. Apply for your consent forms through
the club.
3) The Junior Hunter must be either a Junior
Member of the club or a relative of a club
member. FFF Junior Members’ consent forms
will be valid for the year. If the Junior Hunter
you take out is not a club member then the
consent form will only be valid for two days April 29th and Nov 11th.
4) Adult Mentors must be Club members, at least
21 yrs. old and may not carry a firearm.
5) All other applicable State laws and FFF Club
rules apply. Please consult the 2007 Connecticut
Hunting and Trapping Guide.
Good Luck!! If you have any questions or need
assistance contact Patrick Enright at 429-0172 or
email me at penright22@yahoo.com.
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Registered Skeet
Program – 2007
Frank Mauri
The Fin will be sponsoring several registered
skeet shoots in 2007. These will be smaller in size
than those hosted last year. In 2006, the Fin
hosted both the Zone 1 shoot and the
Connecticut State shoot. The former involved
shooters from all of the New England states and
those from New York. The vast majority of the
more than 100 shooters who participated in the
event were favorably impressed by the Fin and its facility. The state shoot was a bit
smaller since only state residents could participate but still more than 60 attended.
The success of these shoots was due largely to the Fin members who worked during
the shoots. They can take justifiable pride in a job well done as the financial reward to
the Fin from these two shoots and our own NEOPEN shoot held in June was excellent
and much needed.
This year we again will hold our NEOPEN shoot on the weekend of June 1, 2 & 3.
The shoot will involve 5 different events of 100 targets each. They are: Doubles, 12
Ga., 20 Ga., 28 Ga. and the .410. The afternoon of Friday June 1st will be the
Doubles event. Saturday June 2nd will see the 20 and 28 Ga. events and then on
Sunday the 3rd we will finish up with the 12 Ga. and lastly the .410. We anticipate a
large turnout of shooters and will require a good deal of help from the Fin’s membership.
Individuals are needed all three days to load targets onto the trap machines, to clean
the houses of broken targets and empty boxes, to sweep the walkways on the fields, to
collect spent hulls from the fields and to provide assistance to the shooters. We always
have water available on each field and it must be replenished throughout each day.
There is always some job that needs doing and having enough personnel available to
do all of them makes life easier for those who run the shoots. We have a practice field
available and we need members to man the field, load the machines, pull targets and
generally be a resource to those practicing since many will be non-members. Our field
kitchen will be open all day Saturday and Sunday. Help is needed to transport food,
ice, soda, coffee and other items. We need people to empty the garbage and generally
just be around for performing small tasks and errands.
We also need registered referees. Some members are already experienced and have
refereed in years past. They need to re-take the referee test. Any new members who
wish to learn to referee are most welcome. Practice sessions can be arranged at their
convenience. The Fin saves alot of money when it does not have to pay referees and
that money reverts to our treasury as profit!
On Sunday July 15th, the Fin will have a one-day shoot called the Fin Open with
events in the 12 and 20 Gauges. This will be an easier shoot to manage since it will be
much smaller than the one in June. If there is enough interest (i.e., help) we could
make this a 2-day shoot thus improving our income. Let me know!
On Sunday August 5th, the Fin will host a 1-day shoot, the No Name Open. Again,
the events will be the 12 and 20 gauges. We also have the option to make this a 2-day
shoot if sufficient help is available.
Anyone who wishes to help as a referee or in any other capacity at the shoots should
call Frank Mauri (860-974-1425) as soon as possible so that they can be assigned
times to help at each particular shoot or times to learn the tasks of a referee.

Membership
Bob "Moon" Hruskocy
Currently the club has 393 Regular
members. There were 25 Regular & 4
Associate members that dropped out of
the club or did not pay their dues
for 2007.
The good news is that our current
membership numbers are the most that
we have had at this time of year in quite a
while. Last year was a good one for new
members, a total of 46 Regular and 9
Associate members joined the club. If you
know of anyone that would be a good
member, bring them to the club and show
them around!
The club continues to bill those members
who do not fulfill their 10 hour work
requirement. As a result, the club collected
$13,330 this past year. This amount is the
most ever collected for a single year.
Since 2001, over $59,000 has been collected
from uncompleted work hours. There is
always something that needs to be done
around the club; get involved !

Fin Fur & Feather Club
Application to Hunt
Turkey & Deer
FFF Board of Directors
Use this form to apply for hunting privileges on FFF-owned and leased property for the 2007 season.
K I wish to hunt Turkey on the Bass Property
K I wish to hunt Turkey on the Club-owned property
K I wish to hunt Deer on Club-owned property (Archery only)
K I wish to hunt Deer on the Bass Property
Method(s) of hunting deer: K Archery
K Shotgun
K Muzzleloader
K I understand that Tree Stands are not allowed
K I understand that this application must be returned to the clubhouse bar by April 14, 2007
in order to be considered: and that once all applications have been reviewed, permits to
hunt will be available at the clubhouse bar by April 28, 2007.
K I have read State law and regulations and club rules and I agree to abide by all hunting laws
and regulations.
Name:______________________________________________________________________
FFF Membership ID #_________________________________________________________
Street Address:________________________________________________________________
Town:___________________________________________ Phone:_____________________
Signature:_____________________________________________ Date:_________________

Please keep your membership contact
information up to date. If your address,
phone or email address change, please let
me know as I want to ensure that club
information is delivered to our members.
My email address and phone number can
be located in the newsletter.
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Application Deadline: April 14, 2007 (return to the Bar).
Notice:
You must purchase a valid 2007 armband to hunt turkey, deer, waterfowl, pheasant, and so forth
on club-owned and club-leased land.
Members are hereby notified that they must observe all State hunting laws and regulations, in
addition to Club Rules.
Failure to abide by State law and regulations or Club rules may result in Board action against the
offending member, including action subsequent to court rulings against the member.

EVENTS

Annual
Game
Dinner
Steven J. Davis.
This year’s game dinner was a resounding
success! We tried a little different format
going with tickets to achieve an accurate
headcount and buffet-style serving which
proved to be the right move. Absolutely no
food was wasted and a great time was had
by all. I want to thank Jeff Butterfield and
Joel Herman for all of their efforts to give
us some great tasting game. It takes days to
prepare this enjoyable meal. I also want to
thank everyone who donated game. We also
had a successful raffle and congratulations
to Dave Rorrio on winning that nice o/u.
Hope to see all of you there next year and
remember food donations are always
appreciated to make this a true game dinner.

Second Annual Fin, Fur &
Feather Junior Outdoors
Weekend

Spring
Raffle a
Great Success

On May 5th and 6th, the club will proudly offer its membership the opportunity to introduce
children and young adults to the club and the outdoor activities which so many of us love. The
weekend will commence on Saturday, May 5th with outdoor clinics geared towards those 6 to16
years of age. Clinics will include Archery, Fly Fishing, Air Rifle, .22 Pistol, Shotgun/Trap, Black
Powder, and Tomahawk- and Knife-Throwing. Saturday participants will also be able to help
stock trout in the Fly Pond in preparation for the Kid’s Fishing Derby held on Sunday, May 6th.
Lunch will be provided and the Spin Ponds will be open for catch-and-release fishing. There may
also be an evening hunting dog demonstration by a professional trainer!

Thank you to everyone for making our
2007 Spring Raffle a great success. The club
achieved a profit of more than $10,000 from
all members’ efforts.

After a full day of activities treat your kids to another great outdoor experience by camping with
them on Club Grounds. Camping will be permitted in a designated area and when you wake on
Sunday morning you will not have to drive to get to the Kid’s Fishing Derby. Simply roll out of
your sleeping bag, head to the club’s kitchen for breakfast and then go fishing! Remember that
the Derby is limited to youth aged 14 and younger.

Eat BBQ
Chicken &
Support the
Children’s
Fund!

This is a great opportunity for you to spend some quality time with a child or young adult and
pass on the traditions of the great outdoors. Clinics will be run by competent members of the
club and all firearms and archery stations will have a certified range officer there. The club is
providing all safety equipment, firearms, ammunition, and fly fishing gear for the clinics. All you
need to do is provide the youngster!
Registration is mandatory and the deadline is April 22nd. Preference will be given to children,
grandchildren, and nieces/nephews of FFF Members. Registration is free but donations will be
accepted on the day of the event. Get your registration packet at the club and turn it in at the bar.
The club is also hosting a Barbeque Chicken Dinner on Saturday evening – purchase your tickets
at the clubhouse before they sell out! Tickets go on sale starting March 18th. Let’s get those kids
out there and “Pass it on”! If you have any questions please contact Patrick Enright at 429-0172
or penright22@yahoo.com.
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Laura and John Pawelec.
There will be a BBQ Chicken Dinner on
Saturday, May 5, 2007. The cost is $10.00
per person and will include 1/2 chicken,
baked beans, coleslaw, roll, & handmade
dessert. Tickets go on sale 3/17/2007 at the
bar and will be sold through 4/28/2007.
All proceeds benefit the children's fund.

FIELD TRIALS
Greg Temper

860-537-3807

FINANCE REVIEW
James Northrup
Ken Shane

860-642-6802
860-456-8315

FISHING
Jon Guarino

860-428-2873

HEALTH/WELFARE
Mary Goss

860-423-3211

HUNTING
Don Bajger

860-423-6693

INSURANCE REVIEW
Eugene Lewis

860-423-3341

JUNIOR PROGRAMS
Pat Enright
Kevin Segar
Arni Postemski

860-429-0172
860-429-4925
860-423-4637

KITCHEN
AVAILABLE

Your # here

Committee
Chairpersons

MEMBERSHIP
Bob Hruskocy

860-569-1592

ARCHERY
AVAILABLE

Your # here

MERCHANDISE
John Pawelec

860-429-7033

860-558-1890

NEWSLETTER
Cameron Faustman

860-423-9101

860-423-6693

Executive Officers
Steven Davis, President

860-558-1890

Don Bajger, Vice-President

860-423-6693

Dick Palmer, Secretary

860-487-0388

Tom Hoagland, Treasurer

860-455-0641

Executive Committee
Jim Gifford (alternate)

860-455-2034

Jon Guarino

860-428-2873

Bob Hruskocy

860-569-1592

Keith Morehouse

860-647-1333

John Pawelec

860-429-7033

Fin, Fur and
Feather Club,
Inc

Tom O’Neill

Post Office Box 81
Chewink Road
North Windham, CT 06056
860-455-9516
www.finfurfeatherclub.com

Our Purpose:
To Promote The Conservation
of Fish, Game, and Other
Natural Resources, To Practice
and Teach the Highest Degree
of Sportsmanship and to
Promote Safe and Proficient
Use of Sporting Equipment.
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Mike Sobol (alternate)

860-742-8575

Paul Sobol

860-228-0725

Bob Theriault

860-456-3431

BAR
Steve Davis
BLACK POWDER
Charles Bruckerhoff

860-455-1229

PHEASANTS
Tom O’Neill
Don Bajger

BUILDING/GROUNDS
Arni Postemski
John Postemski

860-423-4637
860-423-9396

PISTOL
Dick Palmer

860-487-0388

RIFLE
Peter Mathewson

860-456-8588

SHOTGUN
Joe Pirolo

860-742-5003

BY-LAWS REVIEW
Mary Goss
Glenn Heinonen
Bob Theriault

860-423-3211
860-423-8144
860-456-3431

CHILDREN’S FUND
John & Laura Pawelec

860-429-7033

SPORTING CLAYS
Jim Davidson

860-742-7676

FAMILY PICNIC
Bob Theriault

860-456-3431

TRAP
Bob Hruskocy

860-569-1592

